[The Cardiac Arrest Team of the Vaud University Hospital].
A resuscitation team has been organized in the CHUV for the purpose of immediate intervention on the scene of cardiac arrest or any other life-threatening condition. The team composition is as follows: 1 anesthesiologist, 1 internist (usually cardiologist) and 1 surgeon. The team is responsible for elaborate resuscitation of in-patients from the general wards as well as out-patients coming for examination or for diagnostic and medicotechnical procedures. The team was almost never called from the intensive care units, from the operating theatres or from the emergency ward. Organization of the CHUV in this respect includes (a) grouping the facilities in larger areas where an alarm is signalled both optically and acoustically, (b) a special priority paging system with pocket radio-receptors (beeps) which can reach all members of the team within seconds, and (c) standardized resuscitation carts strategically located in the hospital. During a period of 7 months the team's work was judged satisfactory. It is called in once every 3 days on average.